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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 

YEAR C 

 

     The Transfiguration of Jesus might be compared to the way you reach into the bottom of a 

pocket and turn it inside out.  You see what the pocket is really like on the inside.  And, of 

course, some things fall out that you might have forgotten.  Okay … admittedly this is a weak 

and low-brow analogy for so other-worldly a wonder as the Transfiguration, but we’ll go with it 

today. 

     So, in the Transfiguration, God reached into the core of Jesus and turned him inside out.  That 

is how we know what Jesus was really like when he was home, what made him tick.  It showed 

that his heart was pure, his mind was brilliant, his will was determined.  This scene demonstrated 

the divine essence of the man. 

     And what fell out of the pocket was interesting: Moses and Elijah.  Think of that question, “If 

you could have dinner with any two people – living or dead – whom would you pick?”  From 

that standpoint, have you ever wondered why Moses and Elijah were picked to talk with Jesus 

and not another one or two famous individuals?   

     For example, might you have substituted Abraham for Elijah?  Abraham and Moses is a 

pairing that has symmetry, logic, and symbolism.  One the father of faith and the other the 

lawgiver of God.  Abraham represents the faith, the foundation, the heart of any religion.  Moses 

represents law and order, the ethics of religion, the rules of engagement with God and neighbor.  

The law gives religion its marching orders because the gap between what should be done and 

what is done is more often than not overcome only by the power of obligation (Shalom Carmy, 

“Litvak at Large,” First Things, April 2019, p. 17).      

     Those two visitors would have given preachers a field day for comparing the various values 

of faith versus law.  St. Paul made a whole life of promoting faith over law, while St. James 
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argued that without law, faith is lifeless.  But instead of Abraham, Elijah was chosen.  Not 

because he was the greatest prophet: think of Isaiah and Jeremiah; not because he performed 

more miracles: Elisha, his successor, did many more.  No, Elijah, like John the Baptist, was 

important not for who he was, but for who he wasn’t.   

     The role of John the Baptist was to introduce the Messiah.  John was supposed to set the 

stage, raise expectations, alert the people, make sure they knew that the next one coming was the 

real thing.  What of Elijah?  Tradition was that Elijah would come just before the end.   

     Of course, the Transfiguration of Jesus is many-layered.  Elijah appeared because he was the 

symbol of prophecy, just as Moses was the symbol of law; which means that Jesus was the 

perfect fulfillment of all law and all prophets. 

     There is more.  The law, after all, is just the rules of the game; Jesus didn’t change the rules, 

he changed the whole game.  The purpose of life is not to obey God but to actually love God 

(though, we mustn’t overlook, obedience is an expression of love).  And prophecy is just to 

indicate God’s will in different situations.  Jesus, however, is actually the will of God in all 

situations and at all times.  Jesus is God Himself turned inside out so we can see what’s inside, 

and so we can see what’s inside for us: namely, in the words of St. Paul, “The Lord will change 

our lowly bodies – turn our lowly bodies inside out – to conform them to his gloried body” (Phil 

3:21).   

     The Transfiguration is revelation, divine will (i.e. God’s will), prophecy, and our hope.  Lent 

provides an opportunity for us to let the Lord turn ourselves inside out, also; to see what falls out 

of us. 

 

  

      


