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     Albert Einstein quipped, “Two things are infinite: the universe and human stupidity; and I’m 

not sure about the universe.”  That quote has next to nothing to do with the Sunday readings 

today, but it is funny.  But the human person is prone to exercising poor judgment, to making a 

mess of lives – our own and others’ – to all manner of mistakes – big ones and small ones – and 

to sin.  Though our Lord, Jesus Christ, redeemed and justified us, our hearts remain fickle.  Our 

human nature, originally made good by God, is fallen and every day falls again and again.  And, 

again and again, the Lord will help us up.  

     In the seminary we had a professor of biblical studies who lamented that priests never preach 

on the psalm.  Today, Psalm 51, from which our sung verses came is a good place to start this 

reflection because in it there is a perfect summary of the narrative readings.  “I know my 

transgressions and my sin is ever before me.  I have sinned and done that which is evil in thy 

sight.  Restore to me the joy of thy salvation and uphold me with a willing spirit.  The sacrifice 

acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise” 

(Ps 51:3-4, 12, 17).  I know my transgressions; I have sinned; restore to me the joy of thy 

salvation and uphold me; my sacrifice is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, thou 

wilt not despise.  The Lectionary translation has, “a humble and contrite heart,” though I find the 

Catholic Edition of the Revised Standard Version translation more poignant, “the heart is broken 

and contrite.”  Broken is a word that figures prominently in contemporary speech and that 

resonates deeply in contemporary souls.  

     For we have sinned and do sin.  In the first reading, the Israelites – despite knowing the One 

God had freed them servitude in Egypt – nevertheless worshipped and sacrificed to false gods 
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represented by a calf they made.  As the psalmist sang of the calf and all other Israelite idols 

though the centuries, “Their idols are the silver and gold, the work of human hands.  They have 

mouths but do not speak, eyes but do not see. They have ears but do not hear, noses but do not 

smell.  They have hands but do not feel, feet but do not walk; they produce no sound from their 

throats.  Their makers will be like them and anyone who trust in them” (Ps 115:4-8).  And so it 

was: the Israelites became like their idols, “You foolish and senseless people, [as Jeremiah, the 

prophet, railed] you foolish and senseless people, who have eyes and do not see, who have ears 

and do not hear” (Jer 5:21). 

     Yet the Lord does not want us to remain blind and deaf, foolish and senseless.  In the first 

reading, the Lord let go of his great disappointment in his people (Ex 32:7-11, 13-14) [at least 

until the associated Exodus verse 5:35].  In the second narrative reading, St. Paul told Timothy 

that “though Paul had formerly blasphemed, persecuted, and insulted Christ Jesus, acting 

ignorantly, being blind and deaf to God and neighbor, Paul received mercy and grace from 

Christ” (1Tim 1:13, 14). 

     Christ Jesus is constantly seeking out all the lost souls.  As he illustrates in the two parables 

we heard (Lk 15:1-10), the two that precede the great Parable of the Prodigal Son and his brother 

(Lk 1:11-32), which you would have heard if today’s longer Gospel text had been proclaimed 

instead of the shorter one.   

     So, the message this Sunday is: though we are broken, Christ can make us whole; though we 

fall, Christ will pick us up; though we are deaf to God’s Word and cannot see His love right in 

front of us, Christ can make the deaf hear and the blind see.   

     Of course, we have to cooperate with the Lord.  If we do not want to cooperate, God will not 

make us to do.  He made us in His image, and part of the image is the freedom to direct our own 
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lives, choose our own paths, make our own decisions.  If God were to say, “I made a mistake 

giving this creature freewill,” then God would be contradicting Himself and He cannot to do that.  

So, God will never overrule our choices, even the choice not to cooperate with Him.  He cannot 

do anything for us if we refuse to let him.   

     Samuel Johnson, considered one of the greatest figures of 18th century life and letters, Samuel 

Johnson, said, “He who has so little knowledge of human nature as to seek happiness by 

changing anything but his own disposition will waste his life in fruitless efforts.”  And wouldn’t 

that be infinitely stupid?  It wouldn’t be funny at all. 

 

         

      

 

  

 

 


